WINTER PARK/MAITLAND

Live tunes at Aloma Bowl

The bowing alley gves local musicians: a unQue venue 10 play. SEE PAGE 10.

Wookly Ive mugac hordod by Alosma Howl overy Saturday has gven hocal muscian Motz Crispo 3 phationm 1o gwomote horsalt

The Brooklyn South Bar at Aloma Bowl in Winter Park
has become a popular haven for local music.

TIM FREED
ASSOCATE EIXTOR

Orlando resident Melissa Crispo
never dreamed she'd be where
she is now. The snger /songwril

or recently came home in h

after rrnrvmrrﬁ on the seven
day Melissa Ffheridge Cruise

for the second time, dotted in 2
lincup that inchaded big names
like Mclissa Etheridge, Sarsh
M Lachlan and Sconta [egh.

Aboard Royal Caribbean Inber
mational’s Serenade of the Seas,
the sathing muzic festival traveled
all the way bo San Juan, Puerto
Rico and St johm's, Antigua.

But what's just as amaxing
as Crispo's rise o stardom is
where i[:: got the exposure that
launched her into the spotlight:
Aloma Bowl off of Aloma Avenoe
in Winber Park

The bowling alley hosts lve
music from § fo 11 p.m. every
Saturday. and has welcomed over
40 different artists and hosts 20
rotating artists st its coxy Brook
Iyn South Rar.

It's given artists ke Crispo a
place tobuild a following and pro
mobe her music.

“WAloma Bowl is) one of the
core places that | staried playing
ot many years agp - | shill make
sure | do 2 once- a-month there*
said Crispo, who plays & mixture
of pop rock and blues.

“It's kind of weird playing
music in 2 bowling alley, but the
actual room that we play missuch
a great wunding room - just the
scoustics inil. ... They serve food,
they serve alcobol and the room
sounds great, so people actually
Jowe it. That's a reason why | keep
playing there *

Not long after she starbed play
mg 3t Abmma Fowd a couple years
back, Crispo got the opportu
nity bo play the Mehssa Frhendge
Cruise m 2016. The floating fes
tival had reached out fo the one
PULSE Foundation at the time
shout grving survivors free bckets
fo the cruise, and the foundation
asked if they had room for 2 local
Orlando artist - who turned out
o be Crispo. The foundation sent
owver her latest song “Tomboy,*

and the crumse called Crispo the
very next duy asking her to come
aboard.
The Orlando artist would later
et invited to play the Country
usic Cruise in 2017 as well,
alongmide Kelsea Ballerim, Mont
gomery Centry and Diamond Rio.
“It apened up a huge fanbase
for me just from these cruises ™
Crisposaid. “When I'mnot tour
ing and I'm not playing at other
places, | try o keep playing af the
local places - 1 shways make sure
Aloma Bowd is definitely there

“It's hard to build a
fanbase when you
don't even know where
you're going to play or
anything. Aloma Bow!
does give that to us.”

~ Meltza Crispo

Aloma Bowl general manager
Jenmifer Halpern said she admits
that a bowling 't the first
place that comes to mind when
soeneane thinks of live music, but
that hasnt slopped seals from
filling up with music lovers who
come to walch the free perfor
mances an 3 weekly basis.

Halpern got the ides bo start
hosting by live mmsic at Alo
ma Bowl 2 little over two years

ag

“1 went oud bo some ofber res
tsurants and there was some
music going on and | thought
“That's pretty awesome. | don't
know we don't have fhis at
Aloma.™ Halpern said

“Not a lot of places hawve
acoustic live music it gives
(musicians) a place to showcase
themseives. Most of the bands or
musicians we book here kind of
have their own following. It really
gives them a place to show their
masic.”

Local musician and Full Sail
Uniiversity instructor Mike Con
ner sees the platform as a chance
to keep up his musical siall st and

try his own creatrve bakes onclas
sic songs in froot of an sudence

“1 thank it's important to keep
local music alive and bo give peo
ple an opportunity to see artists
perform.” said Conner, who plays

50s, ‘60% and “70s rock and RAR
“This is something that keeps me
active as a musician and it's an
ability for my friends and family
to come and see me play*

“I think it's greal, because I've
seen actually what it's done for
me," Crispossid. “I never thought
4 bowling alley would be a music
verme place. Over the yoams I've
played there I've g SO many
fans just from people who didnt
even know there was music
people who were just going up fo
the bar to arder & drink or order
some food and then they end up
sitting down, staying and watch
mg”

EH s hard o build & fanbase
when youdon't even know where
you're going to play or anything,
Aloma Bowl does give that o us®

Crispo will kake the stage at
Aloma Bowl from § fo Il pm. on

Saturday, july 28.




